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Introduction

Driven by the rapid growth at national tournaments, the USA Volleyball Officials Division (USAV-OD) has developed a new rating program to better serve the needs of USAV Volleyball.

Goal

The goal for changing the current rating process is to develop a rating program that will establish minimum requirements and competency levels for general volleyball officiating skills.  These requirements and competency levels will be applicable for all referees, regardless of their locale.
Objectives

To meet the goal, the Officials Division established a set of objectives (not in order of priority) to:

1. Create a credible rating system that can be used by USAV hiring entities both nationally and regionally.
2. Increase the number of qualified officials available for all levels of USAV-sanctioned play.

3. Create a system that is more easily understood by referees and the RVA’s to aid them in recruiting officials.

4. Ensure that the cadre of officials has a well-rounded background of experiences, including exposure to line judge and scorekeeper training.

5. Revise the certification renewal process to encompass the wide range of volleyball events offered by USAV and other member organizations.

6. Include an experiential component that is required for advancement through the levels of certification.

7. Offer an accelerated, or “fast-track” certification path for individuals with playing experience to enhance recruitment from that population.

Terminology

To ensure that reviewers clearly understand the terminology used in this proposal, a table of definitions is provided.

	Term
	Description

	Rating
	· Formal on-court evaluations at an appropriate event for the certification level that the candidate is seeking to attain.  Evaluations are conducted by either the regional or the USAV National Rating Team.

· Candidacy at a USAV national tournament is by application only.  

· USAV regions can utilize trained raters from other geographic areas at their discretion.

	Experience verifications
	· Signatures from an appropriate individual to confirm that the individual has refereed volleyball matches at the previous certification level within the past 18 months.  Each verification signature must be from a different person.
· A verification can be signed by an tournament assignor, head referee, regional chairperson, or a referee who holds a certification at least one level higher than the official being evaluated.  
· Verifications may take place at rating sites, but may not be signed by the regional or national rating team member involved in the candidate’s evaluation.

	Applicable categories of play
	· Category descriptions are guidelines regarding the highest appropriate levels of competition for each certification level.  

· Category descriptions are used in developing the point renewal system.  

	Exams
	· Written rules and techniques examinations that test an official’s knowledge.
· Exam C is a basic, entry-level test.  
· Exams A and B are for experienced referees who must attain a minimum score to officiate in the applicable category.
· Minimum exam scores are defined for each certification level.

	Accredited raters
	· Individuals who have met national requirements as an evaluator for referees at the regional level.  
· Requires recommendation from at least two National Rating Team members.

	National Training Team member
	· Accredited raters selected to work as training staff at USAV OD camps.

	National Rating Team member
	· Accredited raters who may be selected to evaluate at any event. 

· At an event where National Rating Team members are required, the rater will be assigned and funded by USAV.   
· Part of the charge of the National Rating Team is to certify accredited raters.

	Term
	· Length of time that a certification is valid.

· All terms end on October 31st in the year of expiration.


Referee Certification Levels and Rating Standards

There will be six levels of certification:

· Basic (to be defined by the region)
· Junior Olympic (to be defined by the region)
· Provisional
· Regional
· Junior National
· National 

Basic Rating

Term – 1 year

Note:  The Basic rating is an “entry-level” certification, based upon the standards and needs of the respective region.  Requirements for this rating may be structured at the discretion of respective USAV regions.  The Basic certification is primarily intended to certify team-affiliated referees.
Applicable Categories
	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· Junior high school

· USAV team referee
	· Intramurals
	· Recreational

· USAV team referee


Prerequisites

· Experience – none.
· Training Camp – per regional requirement.
Requirements to Complete Certification

· Experience verifications – none.

· Clinic attendance in year of candidacy – region sponsored clinic.

· Exam requirement in year of candidacy – minimum is Exam C, open-book and corrected to 100%; Exam A or B are optional per regional requirement.

· Practical (on-court) rating – regional rating team; performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.
Junior Olympic Referee
Term – 1 year

Note:  The Junior Olympic referee rating is an “entry-level” certification, based upon the standards and needs of the respective region.  Requirements for this rating may be structured at the discretion of the respective USAV regions.
Applicable Categories

	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· All Basic Level categories

· Non-varsity high school 

· Local juniors (10-14 age divisions)
	· All Basic Level categories

· Intramurals
	· All Basic Level categories

· Recreational


Prerequisites

· Experience – Basic rating for at least one year or local training session.
· Training Camp – per regional requirement.
Requirements to Complete Certification

· Experience verifications – six required from any category of play related to a Basic rating.

· Clinic attendance in year of candidacy – region-sponsored clinic.

· Exam requirement in year of candidacy – minimum is Exam C, open-book and corrected to100%; Exam A or B are optional per regional requirement.

· Demonstrate basic scorekeeping proficiency.
· Practical (on-court) rating – regional rating team; performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.

Provisional Rating

Term – 1 year

Note:  The Provisional rating is an “entry-level” certification, based upon the standards and needs of the respective region.  Requirements for this rating may be structured at the discretion of the respective USAV regions.
Applicable Categories
	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· All Junior Olympic categories

· High school varsity leagues 
· Regional juniors (all age divisions)

· USAV Junior Olympic Qualifier (JOQ) tournaments (12-15 age divisions)
	· All Junior Olympic categories

· Intramurals
	· All Junior Olympic categories

· Recreational and lower level adult USAV play such as men’s or women’s B/BB play at the Regional level


Prerequisites

· Experience – playing/coaching experience within previous five years; OR Junior Olympic rating for at least one year; OR demonstrate proficiency at USAV-OD training camp.  

· Demonstrate proficiency on the USAV scoresheet
· Training Camp – USAV-OD training camp recommended.
Requirements to Complete Certification

· Experience verifications – six required from any category of play related to a Basic or Junior Olympic rating.

· Clinic attendance in year of candidacy – region-sponsored clinic required; USAV national clinic recommended.

· Exam requirement in year of candidacy – Exam A, open-book, corrected to 100%.

· Practical (on-court) rating – regional rating team, performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.

Regional Rating

Term – 2 years

Applicable Categories
	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· All Provisional rating categories

· High school varsity championships

· Regional girls’/boys’ championships

· USAV JOQ tournaments, Girls Invitational and Girls’ JOVC, if evaluated by the USAV National Training Team at a USAV-OD training camp during that season (up to 16-18 non-Open age divisions)

· USAV Junior Boys’ bid tournaments
	· All Provisional rating categories

· NIRSA Division 2 women and Division 3 men
	· All Provisional rating categories

· Mid-level adult play such as men’s or women’s B or BB divisions at the USAV Adult Open championships


Prerequisites
· Experience – Provisional rating for at least one year; OR demonstrate proficiency at USAV Officials’ Division advanced training camp.  
· Training Camp – USAV-OD training camp recommended.
Requirements to Complete Certification

· Experience verifications – six required from any category of play related to a Provisional rating.

· USAV National clinic attendance in year of candidacy.  Clinic must be within 60 days of rating site event.

· Exam requirement in year of candidacy – Exam A, open book, corrected to 100%.

· USAV Scorekeeper certification.

· Practical (on-court) rating – regional rating team with a minimum of one accredited rater; OR USAV national rating site.  Performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.

Junior National Rating

Term – 3 years

Applicable Categories
	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· All Regional rating categories

· USAV Girls’ JOVC (Open 16-18 age divisions)

· USAV Boys’ JOVC (up to 16-18 non-Open age divisions)
	· All Regional rating categories

· NIRSA Division 2, NIRSA Division 1 & 2 women

· NAIA men
	· All Regional rating categories

· Higher-level adult play such as men’s or women’s BB or A divisions, or 40-45 years age divisions at the USAV Adult Open championships


Prerequisites
· Experience – Regional rating for at least two years.
· Training Camp –USAV-OD advanced training camp within 18 months of candidacy application..
Requirements to Complete Certification
· Experience verifications – six required, from all three categories of play related to a Regional rating. 
· USAV National clinic attendance in year of candidacy.  Clinic must be within 60 days of rating site event.

· USAV Scorekeeper certification.
· Exam requirement in season of candidacy – Exam A or B, closed book, minimum score 90%.
· Practical (on-court) rating – to occur by National Rating Team members at an event related to the Junior National categories.  Performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.
National Rating

Term – 3 years

Applicable Categories
	Youth
	College
	Adult

	· All Junior National rating categories

· USAV Boys JOVC (16-18 Open age divisions)
	· All Junior National rating categories

· NIRSA Division 1 men

· NCAA men
	· All Junior National rating categories

· Highest level adult play such as men’s or women’s AA division, or 30-35 years age divisions
· By selection only, Open division at the USAV Adult Open championships


Prerequisites
· Experience – Junior National rating for at least one year.

· USAV Scorekeeper certification required.

· Training Camp –USAV-OD advanced training camp within 18 months of candidacy application.
Requirements to Complete Certification
· Experience verifications – ten required, from all three categories of play related to a Junior National rating. 
· USAV National clinic attendance in year of candidacy.  Clinic must be within 60 days of rating site event.

· USAV Scorekeeper certification.
· Exam requirement in year of candidacy – Exam A or B, closed book, minimum score 90%.
· Practical (on-court) rating – to occur by National Rating Team members at an event related to the National categories.  Performance evaluated as first referee and second referee.
Maintaining National Level Certifications

Maintaining a Junior National or National certification requires a combination of clinic attendance, a passing score on a written exam, and officiating experience.

Clinic Attendance and Exam Requirements
USAV National clinic attendance is required each year.

Attain a minimum score of 90% on the closed-book written exam (Exam A or B) each season by the deadline.
Once in each term, must show proficiency at Scorekeeping by keeping score on a practice game at a National tournament.

Officiating Experience

National certification is renewed by earning enough points during the three-year term of certification.  Points are earned only by working as a first or second referee. 
	Renewal Requirements
	JUNIOR NATIONAL 
	NATIONAL 

	Points required to renew rating at the end of each 3-year term
	5
	6

	Category One – Required Points Per Term
	0
	1

	USAV Adult Championships (non-Open divisions)
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	Category Two – Required Points Per Term
	1
	0

	USAV Girls JOVC
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	Category Three - Required Points Per Term
	0 Required-Maximum of 2 points in one term
	0 Required-Maximum of 2 points in one term

	Men's NCAA DI/DII matches
	(
4 matches in one season
	(
4 matches in one season

	Men's NCAA conference semifinals or finals (DI, DII, or DIII)
	(
	(

	Men's NCAA National Championships 
	(
	(

	Men's NAIA National Championships
	(
	(

	Category Four - Required Points Per Term
	0 Required-Maximum of 2 points in one term
	0 Required-Maximum of 2 points in one term

	International tours or exhibitions, including High Performance Championships
	(
	(

	Any qualified international event
	(
	(

	Category Five - Required Points Per Term
	1 Required – Maximum of 1 point for each year of a term
	1 Required – Maximum of 1 point for each year of a term

	USAV Boys JOVC
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	Girls’ JOQ or Invitational
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	Boys’ Bid Tournaments
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	NIRSA Championships
	(
4-match minimum*
	(
4-match minimum*

	Starlings National Championships
	(
	(

	Special Olympics National Championships
	(
	(

	Disabled Volleyball National Championships
	(
	(

	Open Division - Adult National Championships
	(
4-match minimum
	(
4-match minimum

	Adult National Championship Semifinal or Final matches*
	(
	(

	Girls’ or Boys’ JOVC 16-18 Gold Semifinal or Final* 
	(
	(

	Category Six - Required Points Per Term


	0 Required-Maximum of 2 points in one term
	0 Required - Maximum of 2 points in one term

	Active member, USAV National Clinician staff
	(
	(

	Active member, USAV-OD Camp Staff
	(
	(

	Active member, USAV National Rating Team at NRT site
	(
	(

	Active member, USAV National Training Team
	(
	(

	Head referee at a USAV National tournament (Adult Opens, Boys’ or Girls’ JOVC, Girls’ Invitational)
	(
	(


* In appropriate division as referenced in the rating criteria


Note:  All renewal points must be earned within the three-year term of a National certification.   All National and Junior National referees are required to be active at National events at least two out of the three years of their certification term.
Failure to Renew
National referees who do not renew certification by attaining the required points during a three-year term will have the following options:
· Revert to a Junior National referee;

· Apply for and be re-evaluated at a National rating site (MUST have a minimum of 3 points in the current term) or;

· Resign the National rating.

Junior National referees who do not renew certification by attaining the required points during a three-year term will have the following options:

· Revert to a Regional referee;

· Apply for and be re-evaluated at a Junior National rating site (MUST have a minimum of 3 points in the current term) or;

· Resign the Junior National rating.
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